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MESSAGE FROM THE

Chairman

Good day, ladies and gentlemen. | just returned from the convention, and as
usual, the staff did a fantastic job of putting on a great convention. From infor-
mative speakers to fantastic food, the 88th Annual Convention was a success.
| would like to take this time to congratulate the Safety Director of the Year,
Tim Miller, and the Driver of the Year, William Paul. | chose Brad and Shelley
Schipper to receive this year’s Chairman’s Award. There are a lot of people
who do a lot for the organization, so the decision was difficult, but in the end, |
felt they really have done a lot in support of SDTA over the years and continue
to do so. | would also like to thank the vendors and sponsors. Without them,
we could not do what we do.

On Tuesday, September 12th, | had the
privilege of attending a press confer-
ence with Secretary of Transportation
Buttigieg. It is not very often that you
have the chance to have a conversation
with somebody who has the ability to
make changes. | was honored to repre-
sent this industry and try to bring forth
our views and concerns. | would like to
thank Cindy Gerber from F.M.C.S.A. for
making it happen.

Our next event is our annual pheasant hunt on November 9th, followed by our
fall board meeting at the Americlnn in Pierre on November 10th. If you would
like more information, please contact the SDTA office at 605-334-8871. |
would encourage everyone to attend the board meeting.

Lastly, | would like to thank everyone who contributed to our Wreaths Across
America project. It is a very worthy cause.

Safe travels,
Bob Willey

Bob Willey Trucking
bwilleytrucking@gmail.com
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WE KNOW TRANSPORTATION

Fischer, Rounds & Associates truck insurance consultants are experts

in the coverage of all size trucks and farm equipment, so we know
the risks and liabilities to make sure you are fully covered. We have
four locations in South Dakota to serve you and your truck insurance
needs-Pierre, Mitchell, Rapid City and Sioux Falls.

Insurance
Services

WWW.FISCHERROUNDS.COM
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MESSAGE FROM THE

President

Christine’s Corner

September tends to be an extremely busy month. Our convention held in
Sioux Falls was well attended and engaged members.

We packed it with fun, fellowship, and education opportunities while round-
ing out the convention, celebrating safety, service, and driver of the year. It’s
truly my favorite time of the year, sitting down and talking to each and every
one of you.

Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg recently visited the eastern part
of the state. Members of SDTA were in attendance and shared many of the
concerns we have with truck parking, infrastructure, and the over-reaching
regulations brought forward by the federal government. While we don’t see
eye-to-eye often, it's important to still maintain a relationship to be able to
share what impacts the trucking industry.

In early September, | surpassed my 2-year work anniversary. | have taken
some time to truly reflect on the past two years. | am a firm believer that you
have to know where you have been to know where you are going. The associ-
ation’s past experiences and history have allowed me to reflect on our plans
for the future. These valuable insights will allow us to learn from the past,
set goals, modernize, and streamline processes while working for you, our
members. We have seen so much change. I’'m not going to say | won’t make
mistakes, but | will learn from these decisions to improve, enact change,

and grow the association. Thank you for allowing me to run your association
along side you all to ensure the trucking industry is protected and successful
for generations to come.

Onward,

dm S

Christine M. Vinatieri-Erickson
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WHO SAYS THE
COMFIORTS OF HOMEL
HAVE TO STAY AT HOME?

56157-19-PS
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To make money, your truck needs to be on the road, and the road isn't
always a comfortable place. The TriPac® Evolution APU turns your
cab into a litile slice of home, with virtually unlimited heating and
cooling options and enough juice to power the devices that keep you
entertained and connected. All while saving you big dollars on fuel
and maintenance. See why drivers ask for TriPac Evolution by name
at thermoking.com.

TRIPAC® EVOLUTION

L THERMO KING
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SEPTEMBER 2023 DRIVER OF THE MONTH

Professional Truck Driver

Theron Thompson, K&J Trucking, Inc., Sioux Falls, SD,
was selected as the September 2023 Driver of the Month
by the South Dakota Safety Management Council.

Theron has over 34 years and 3.7 million miles of driv-

ing experience, with over five of those years with K&J
Trucking, Inc. During his career, he has only had one
non-chargeable accident in 2003. Theron is an owner/
operator leased with K&J Trucking, Inc. He picks up and
delivers his loads on time. In fact, he has had 64 months of
on-time deliveries, which means he has not had a charge-
able late pickup or delivery. He is open to trying new
things, such as testing out new log programs or updates in
beta testing. Theron is a great driver all around. He has a
great understanding of the HOS. Theron has had no cus-
tomer or driving complaints, no accidents, and he follows
K&J Trucking, Inc. procedures. He takes the good and bad
loads, knowing we are all in this together.

Theron was a rookie participant at the 2023 SD Truck
Driving Championships, taking 2nd place in his class.

Theron and his wife, Jennifer, reside in Chester, SD.

The South Dakota Trucking Association joins the Safety
Management Council in congratulating Theron Thompson
for being selected as the September 2023 Driver of the
Month.

Sponsors of Driver of the Month Program:

Occupational Health and Medical Services

& SDTA'S SAFETY MANAGEMENT COUNGIL

HONOR YOUR BEST DRIVERS!

SOUTH DAKOTA TRUCKING

* ASSOC/IATION *

Nominate them for Driver of the Month

A nomination form & rules can be
found on page 25 or online at
www.southdakotatrucking.com
under Membership Opportunities.

For more information, please contact the SDTA office at
605-334-8871 or michelle@southdakotatrucking.com

The Coverage You Want.

The Commitment You Need.
At Your Service. At Your Side.

Layne Somsen
Health Insurance Agent

FischerRounds

&associates
AT YOUR SERVICE. AT YOUR SIDE.

2300 W. 49th St.

Sioux Falls, SD 57105
Phone: 605-336-4444
Fax: 605-274-9034

Toll Free: 877-789-3773
FischerRounds.com

-4

Business | Home | Health | Life
Offices also in Mitchell, Pierre, Watertown and Rapid City
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SOUTHDAKOTACDL.COM

We Are Offering CDL Theory Training!

LOW COST. FAST. ONLINE. FMCSA APPROVED. JOB CONNECTIONS.

We offer high-quality, low-cost CDL training options in the South Dakota
region that are available online from any device. Our curriculum is fully
compliant with the current FMCSA ELDT Training standards, and we
are a member in good standing of the Training Provider Registry as a
Theory provider.

To learn about our fully-online, FMCSA-compliant CDL Theory program
and how you can join our trainee to employee pipeline, call the SDTA
office at 605-334-8871 or go to www.southdakotatrucking.com

TO SIGN UP FOR CDL THEORY TRAINING VISIT:

www.southdakotacdl.com
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RUCRING S
/OICEIN'
SOUTHDAKOIAY

>INCERS 35

2100 South Marion Road
Sioux Falls, SD 57106

DOT SERVICES
DOT Physicals | DOT and Non-DOT Drug Screening and
Alcohol Testing | MRO Services | Injury Care (billed at South
Dakota Work Comp Fee Schedule) | Third Party Administration
Employee Assistant Plan | Additional Occupational Health
Services | Efficient, Friendly, Professional Services
605-322-5100

AVERA EPA SERVICES IS NOW OFFERING...
DOT-QUALIFIED SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROFESSIONALS
The Avera Employee Assistance Program (EAP) offers
substance abuse evaluations for employees who test positive
for drugs or alcohol, as regulated by the Department of
Transportation (DOT). Under DOT regulations, safety-sensitive
employees (i.e., truck drivers, pilots and airline workers, transit
workers, pipeline workers, etc.) are subject to pre-employment,
random, post-accident, and reasonable suspicion drug and
alcohol tests. When there is a positive test result, the DOT-
regulated employee must seek the service of a DOT-qualified
Substance Abuse Professional (SAP). 605-322-4069



https://sb-transportation.com/
https://www.southdakotatrucking.com
https://www.avera.org/locations/profile/avera-medical-group-occupational-medicine-sioux-falls/?y_source=1_MTIyMTI2MjEtNzE1LWxvY2F0aW9uLndlYnNpdGU%3D
https://www.southdakotacdl.com/

NOVEMBER 9, 2023

SDTA Annual Pheasant Hunt
8:00 a.m.

Meet at Hutch's Cafe

Presho, SD

NOVEMBER 10, 2023

SDTA Fall Executive Committee Meeting
8:00 a.m.

Americlnn

Fort Pierre, SD

NOVEMBER 10, 2023

SDTA Fall Board of Directors Meeting
10:00 a.m.

Americlnn

Fort Pierre, SD

DECEMBER 6, 2023

West River Legislative Reception
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Minervas, Lincoln Room

Rapid City, SD

DECEMBER 12, 2023

NextGen Reception

4:30 p.m.

East River Legislative Reception
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Minervas

Sioux Falls, SD

FEBRUARY 12, 2024

Annual Legislative Reception

and Sundae Bar

6:00 p.m.

Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center
Pierre, SD

FEBRUARY 13, 2024

SDTA Winter Executive

Committee Meeting

10:00 a.m.

Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center
Pierre, SD

FEBRUARY 13, 2024

SDTA Winter Board of Directors Meeting
12:30 p.m.

Ramkota Hotel & Conference Center
Pierre, SD

MAY 9, 2024

SDTA Spring/Summer Executive
Committee Meeting

10:00 a.m.

Americlnn

Chamberlain, SD

MAY 9, 2024

SDTA Spring/Summer Board
of Directors Meeting

1:00 p.m.

Americlnn

Chamberlain, SD

MAY 9, 2024

Social Hour, Dinner and Calcutta for
the Annual Cliff Tjaden Fishing Event
6:00 p.m.

Americlnn

Chamberlain, SD

MAY 10, 2024

Annual Cliff Tjaden Fishing Event
7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Cedar Shore Resort

Oacoma, SD

MAY 18, 2024

SD Truck Driving Championships
7:00 a.m.

Southeast Technical College
Sioux Falls, SD
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SDISENDS NINECHAMPIONSITO/COLUMBUS

On August 15th, nine South Dakota champions made their way to Columbus, Ohio, to compete in the 2023 National Truck
Driving Championships. They were greeted by 406 champion drivers from each of the 50 states, all eager to compete for
the National Championship title in their respective classes.

The competition started on August 16th with driver orientation, followed by a 40-question written exam. Each question is
worth 2 points.

South Dakota Representatives (left to right:)
Josh Worthington, K&J Trucking, Inc. (Sleeper)
Teri Spencer, A&A Express (Step Van)

Seth Sigafoos, FedEx Freight, Inc. (5-Axle Van)
Michelle Wells, SDTA (Volunteer)

Joel Gruis, FedEx Freight, Inc. (Flatbed)

Jeremy Senger, FedEx Freight, Inc. (4-Axle)

Troy Swenson, FedEx Freight, Inc. (Straight Truck)
Dan Norgaard, Old Dominion Freight Line (3-Axle)
Mike Whitehead, FedEx Freight, Inc. (Twins)

Gary Schmidt, Cliff Viessman, Inc. (Tank)

The nine classes are split into two groups, one of which competes on day two and the other on day three. Each group

will then perform a timed pre-trip inspection, which is worth 100 points. This is the day they also drive a 6-problem skills
course, which is worth 300 points.
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The top five driver scores from each class of competition are then announced on the morning of day four. Those five from
each class then do a drive-off where a new course is setup for them to drive. The top three winners are then announced at the

awards banquet that evening.

NORTH AMERICAN INSPECTOR CHALLENGE HELD WITH NTDC'’S

Congratulations to Tilford
Mobile Team Inspector
Brian Stenbak, who
competed in the 2023
North American Inspectors
Championships, held in
conjunction with the
National Truck Driving
Championships
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ATA Touts USDOT Truck Parking Investments

Industry Stakeholders Gather for South Dakota Funding Announcement

ATA President Chris Spear (left), Transportation Secretary Pete Buttigieg (middle) and ATA Chairman Dan Van Alstine (right) are joined by
drivers (from left) Dean Key, Tina Klein, Eric Stein and Paramjeet Singh. (American Trucking Associations)

Eugene Mulero | Senior Reporter | Transport Topics

American Trucking Associations President Chris Spear
renewed calls for Congress and the Biden administration to
continue with efforts that fund truck parking programs.

In South Dakota on Sept. 12, Spear joined government and
industry officials to tout recent federal investments for addi-
tional parking for commercial drivers. Spear pointed to recent
Department of Transportation initiatives meant to tackle this
long-standing industry concern.

“This event is really a fine example of our industry coming
together and government officials actually hearing the issues
that our drivers face each and every day: spending nearly an
hour looking for parking, losing nearly $5,000 a year in wages
spent looking for a place to rest,” said Spear, referring to the
shortage of truck parking as a “national problem.”

Noting a 2021 infrastructure law that assists agencies with
parking programs, Spear added: “It's not only that they need
that rest. They have to take it. They're required by law. And if
we're going to require them to do it, then we need to provide
the space for them to park. We also want to celebrate the fact
that the [Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act] provides
monies that will not only provide secured truck parking but
well-lit truck parking.”

Dan Van Alstine, chairman of ATA and president and chief
operating officer of Ruan Transportation Management Sys-
tems, amplified the industry’s concerns specific to parking.
“The shortage of truck parking capacity is, first and foremost,
a critical safety issue for drivers, the motoring public and law
enforcement,” Van Alstine observed. “The time that is wasted,
and frustration and anxiety created, searching for safe parking
also leads to supply chain disruptions, reduces drivers’ com-
pensation, and adds unnecessary congestion and emissions.”

The chairman noted, “Secretary [Pete] Buttigieg is the first
USDOT secretary to award grants for projects that add park-
ing spots. We appreciate his focus on this issue, and we will
continue to support bipartisan efforts in Congress to secure
additional dedicated funding for truck parking.”

Said America’s Road Team Captain Dean Key, a professional
driver for Ruan Transportation: “The severe lack of truck park-
ing has an enormous impact on drivers nationwide. It touches
almost every aspect of our profession, from quality of life to
compensation, but more than that, the lack of truck parking is
fundamentally a safety issue.”

In South Dakota, Buttigieg highlighted 11 spots dedicated for
commercial vehicles as part of a transportation reconstruction
project along Interstate 90. During the Biden administration,

Continued on Page 15.
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Change is nature. But it’s in our nature to uphold what matters most: helping those
who put themselves out there for ones they love. That isn’t changing.

With more than three decades proven track record of assisting trucking companies
with all the challenges of their back office, Aladdin can be the difference in your
company succeeding or failing. We take pride in the success of every customer we have,
regardless of how big or small they are. Let us help you every mile down the road with
any of the following services:

« Safety & compliance + Fuel discounts

+ IRP/IFTA licensing & reporting + 2290/permits

« Authority setup + Equipment leasing & financing
+ Truck insurance « Factoring
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Continued from Page 13.

USDOT awarded the Mount Rushmore State a $61.1 million
grant for improvements to its freight corridor. Expanding truck
parking accommodations is an aspect of the project.

“We have stepped up our work on the truck parking coalition
and our efforts to encourage states and other decision-mak-
ers to make better use of infrastructure dollars to expand
parking,” said Buttigieg, noting a USDOT partnership with
stakeholders.

Additionally, the secretary announced the availability of more
than $80 million in grants for highway safety programs, such
as parking projects.

“Know that you will continue to have a partner in the U.S.
Department of Transportation. And I'm really glad that we're
able to be here to celebrate projects like this one, expanding
truck parking nationwide,” Buttigieg said.

During Buttigieg’s tenure, USDOT has assisted other states
with truck parking expansion projects. Notably, transporta-
tion agencies in Louisiana, Florida and Tennessee recently

were awarded federal grants for truck parking facilities.

On Capitol Hill, members of Congress have yet to clear for Pres-
ident Joe Biden legislation designed to increase truck parking
nationwide. A bill that would expand parking facilities for truck
drivers awaits a vote in the U.S. House of Representatives.

In May, the Truck Parking Safety Improvement Act was
advanced by the chamber’s transportation committee in

a voice-vote. The measure would authorize $755 million
through fiscal 2026 to expand parking access for commercial
vehicles. As part of the committee-passed bill, state agencies
would be tasked with adding parking to existing facilities and
assisting with the construction of new facilities.

“By expanding access to parking options for truckers, we
are making our roads safer for all commuters and ensuring
that goods and supplies are shipped to market in the most
efficient way possible,” said Rep. Mike Bost (R-I1.), the bill’s
co-sponsor. “This is a matter of public safety, and I'm proud
to have led on this important legislation.”

Companion legislation sponsored by Sens. Cynthia Lummis
(R-Wyo.) and Mark Kelly (D-Ariz.) has yet to be considered

in committee. “Without safe truck parking, truckers spend
an unnecessary amount of time searching for a place to park
— putting truckers and Wyoming drivers at greater risk for
accidents,” Lummis said shortly after her bill’s introduction
earlier this year.

Tackling the truck parking shortage has gained bipartisan
backing in Congress. The American Transportation Research
Institute ranked inadequate access to parking third on its
“Critical Issues in the Trucking Industry” in 2022.

Reprinted from Transport Topics.

SDTA WAS INVITED TO HAVE A SEAT AT THE TABLE WITH SEC. BUTTIGIEG TO VOICE OUR CONCERNS
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n September 13—15, the SDTA’s 88th annual con-
O vention was held in Sioux Falls. Wednesday evening

kicked off the convention with our vendor appreciation
social and dinner, followed by indoor lawn games. This was a

great time to visit with vendors and catch up with friends and
colleagues.

Thursday was filled with laughter and competition that
included a golf tournament at Brandon Golf Course and axe
throwing at Axes and Ales. On Thursday evening, attendees
cheered for their favorite team as the Minnesota Vikings vs.
Philadelphia Eagles football game kicked off. The game was
followed by our long-awaited annual corn hole tournament.
This year's winning team was Josh Schipper, K&J Trucking
Inc., and Jeff Watkins, Sioux Falls Truck and Trailer, as they
crushed their competition.

Sioux Falls Mayor Paul TenHaken stopped by on Friday
morning to welcome attendees to their final day of festivities
and discuss the challenges of a growing city. SDTA and SDTA
Services held their annual meetings. A new board member
was approved at the SDTA meeting: Nick Cleveringa, A&A
Express, will be the newest addition to the SDTA Board of
Directors.

16 Trucking News | SEPTEMBER 2023

SDTA’s 88th Annual Convefition

Sharing Solutions and Celebrating South Dakota’s Tryckiﬁg In‘&dsﬂ'
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Friday was the day for attendees to level up their business
operations with our business sessions. Our first speaker was
from SambaSafety presenting on their offerings, including
MVR/CSA monitoring, driver training, and telematic alerts,
followed by rotating open forum sessions. There were six
different sessions that included a range of topics, from tire
alignment and preparing for electric vehicles to updates from
FMCSA and Motor Carrier Services. In the afternoon, the SD
Highway Patrol and SD Motor Carrier Enforcement Update
was held.

Fleet Safety Awards were presented at the annual awards lun-
cheon, along with the SD Highway Patrol Safety Award. Bob
Willey Trucking was this year’s Fleet Safety Grand Champion,
and Blachowske Truck Line Inc. was awarded the SDHP Safe-
ty Award for the third year in a row.

On Friday evening, the chairman’s banquet was held, with
special guests Lt. Governor Larry Rhoden and his wife, Sandy.
Cliff Viessman, Inc.’s Tim Miller was named 2023 Safety
Director of the Year. William Paul, Dakota Carriers, Inc. was
crowned South Dakota’s 2023 Driver of the Year. Brad and
Shelley Schipper, K&J Trucking, Inc. received the 2023 Chair-
man’s Award. Congratulations to all of our award winners!



Thursday, September 14
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Friday, September 15
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SDTA Showcases Members’ Safety Efforts

Fleet safety awards are selected based on the following 1,750,000 - 2,499,999 Miles:
criteria: Certificate Recipient:

¢ Excellent safety record Stans, Inc., Alpena, SD

¢ Support and participation in SDTA and its programs Plaque Recipient:

. . . . Cliff Viessman, Inc., Gary, SD
The 2022-2023 Grand Prize Winner proved safety is no acci-

dent by submitting an excellent safety record. 2.5 Million - 4 Million Miles:
Certificate Recipient:

Fleet safety awards are based on South Dakota miles only. Old Dominion Freight Line, Inc., Thomasville, NC
1-149,999 Miles: Plaque Recipient:
Certificate Recipients: Johnson Feed, Inc., Canton, SD
ABF Freight, Fort Smith, AR
Anders Trucking, Union Center, SD Over 4 Million Miles:

o Certificate Recipient:
Plaque Recipient: Fedex Freight, Inc., Harrison, AR

Bob Willey Trucking, Gettysburg, SD

. Plaque Recipient:
150,000 - 299,999 Miles: Agtegra Cooperative, Aberdeen, SD
Certificate Recipient:

D&J Bultsma Truckline, LLC, Platte, SD

wggg‘; ’T*f;n‘g‘e"“ 2023 FLEET SAFETY GRAND CHAMPION
port, Waterloo, 1A
Bob Willey Trucking, Gettysburg

300,000 - 449,999 Miles:

Certificate Recipients:

Brick Transport, Aberdeen, SD

Feldhaus Trucking, Inc., Howard, SD

Lloyd Bultsma Trucking, Inc., Sioux Falls, SD

Plaque Recipient:
Dixon Bros, Inc., Newcastle, WY

600,000 - 749,999 Miles:
Certificate Recipients:
Dakota Carriers, Inc., Sioux Falls, SD

Plaque Recipient:
Quality Transport, Inc., Rapid City, SD

750,000 - 999,999 Miles:

Certificate Recipient: Left to Right: Brett Snoozy, Great West Casualty Co., Bob Willey,
Habeck Trucking, Inc., Belle Fourche, SD Bob Willey Trucking and Sarah Hansen, Great West Casualty Co.
T Brothers Trucking, LLC, Sioux Falls, SD .
Congratulations Bob!
Plaque Recipient:
Wheel Express, Sioux Falls, SD
* KK e
1,000,000 - 1,749,999 Miles: * *
T VIS Sponsored by:
Plaque Recipient: P y : GREAT WE ST
Warren Transport, Inc., Black Hawk, SD *** ** CASUALTY COMPANY
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2023 DRIVER OF THE YEAR

William Paul

It was very difficult to choose one driver from among this
year's participants, especially since each driver has accu-
mulated so many safe driving miles. These drivers collec-
tively have nearly 37 million safe driving miles and over
299 years of experience.

The driver selected as SDTA’s 2023 driver of the year
received $1,000 from Alvin and Connie Scholten.

This year’s driver of the year has a total of 32+ years

of over-the-road driving experience and more than 3.7
million miles logged during these years. This professional
has been with their present employer for the past 3 years.
He is dedicated to this profession, as proven by his many
years of safe driving.

The 2023 driver of the year is William Paul, Dakota Carri-
ers, Inc. He and his wife, Paula, have four adult children

and two grandchildren and reside in Hot Springs, AR.

SAFETY DIRECTOR OF THE YEAR

Congratulations William!

Tim Miller, Cliff Viessman, Inc.

This year’s Safety Director of the Year
has earned this title in the past. Tim
Miller first received this honor in 2005.
Tim has been helping create safer
roads for an impressive 32 years.
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In Tim’s day-to-day work, he helps hire,
train, and onboard new drivers. In this
role, Tim’s decades of experience in the
trucking industry help him equip and
encourage new drivers.

Tim also uses the knowledge and
experience he’s earned to help current
drivers navigate whatever issues they
may be facing. In addition, Tim works
with the Viessman team to ensure their
trucks and trailers are operating as
safely as possible.

Tim has been a major part of the SDTA
Safety Management Council for de-
cades. He has served two years as their
Vice Chair, followed by two years as the
Chair, then again served two years as
Vice Chair, followed by two years as the
Chair, with a record-breaking third time
serving two years as the Vice Chair and
two years as Chairman (a position that

he currently holds today). We appreci-
ate his commitment and dedication.

He was raised in Gary, SD, where Cliff
Viessman, Inc., is headquartered, and
resides in Watertown, SD, with his wife,
Holly. He is also the proud father of two
18-year-old twins, Emily and Carter.

Tim has an extensive history in the
army. He signed up for the army at age
17 and served 21 years. He fought in
Desert Storm. When he ended his mil-
itary career, he held the rank of Staff
Sergeant E-6.

It's because of these things and so
much more that Tim Miller, Safety
Director for Cliff Viessman, Inc., has
been named the 2023 Safety Director
of the Year.

Congratulations Tim!



2023 CHAIRMAN’S AWARD RECIPIENTS

Brad & Shelley Schipper, K&J Trucking, Inc.

This year’s Chairman’s Award recipients
have been a big part of the South Dakota
Trucking Association for decades. They
are quite a duo, one complimenting

the other. If you have been to the Cliff
Tjaden Fishing Event, held in Chamber-
lain each May, you’ve seen firsthand
how involved they are.

Brad and Shelley Schipper are both
deserving recipients of the 2023 Chair-
man’s Award. They have always been
involved in the annual fishing event and
have been known to win an event or two.
In recent years, they have really stepped
up to make the fishing event top-notch!

Brad and Shelley have sponsored

and organized the auctioneer for the
Calcutta, which, if you haven’t been to
one, you’ll find it's almost as fun as the
fishing. Not only have they lined up and
paid for the auctioneer, but they have
also set up South Dakota Elite, the
company that weighs and tabulates the
results of the event.

In 2023, they even took it one step
further and updated our menu of brats
and burgers to melt in your mouth pulled

pork sandwiches with multiple amazing
salads...compliments of Brad and Shel-
ley, their family, and a couple of great
SDTA members and friends.

If that weren’t enough, you also have to
consider all of the things K&J Trucking
has done for the SDTA throughout the
years. Shelley is a past chairperson and
served on the SDTA board for many
years. Brad is still currently sitting on

the SDTA Services Board as the mem-
bership retention director.

Brad and Shelley have an amazing
business backed by a committed and
dependable staff. Let’s face it, they
know how to run a business.

For these reasons and many more, Brad
and Shelley have been chosen to receive
this year’s Chairman’s Award.

Congratulations Brad & Shelley!

Allstate Peterbilt Group, Fargo, ND &
Rapid City
Avera McKennan, Sioux Falls
Cottingham & Butler, Dubuque, 1A
Cummins Sales & Service, Sioux Falls
DOT-RHX Systems Inc., Sioux Falls
Drivers Legal Plan, Oklahoma City, OK
Firstline Funding Group, Madison
|State Truck Center, Sioux Falls
North Central International, Sioux Falls
Peterbilt of Sioux Falls, Sioux Falls
RAS, Sioux Falls

SambaSafety, Greenwood Village, CO
SD Soybean Association, Sioux Falls
Southeast Technical College, Sioux Falls

SD Highway Patrol / SD Motor Carrier
Enforcement

SDTA’s Road Team & Safety
Management Council

TEC Equipment Volvo, Sioux Falls
US Senator Mike Rounds
Wallwork Financial, Fargo, ND

WorkFORCE Occupational Health and
Medical Services, Sioux Falls

Congratulations to

CI=]
Cottingham & Butler

on being named the
2023 Pride of the Show!
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DIAMOND SPONSORS

Dakota Truck Underwriters, Sioux Falls

Fischer Rounds - Acrisure Truck Group, South Dakota
Great West Casualty Company, S. Sioux City, NE
Interstate PowerSystems, Sioux Falls

RAS, Sioux Falls

TEC Equipment Volvo, Sioux Falls

RUBY SPONSORS
Allstate Peterbilt Group, Fargo, ND & Rapid City
Butler Machinery Company, Fargo, ND & Sioux Falls
[State Truck Center, Sioux Falls
NORPASS Inc., Tumwater, WA
North American Truck & Trailer
- Black Hills Truck & Trailer, Rapid City
- Sioux Falls Truck & Trailer, Sioux Falls
- Watertown Truck & Trailer, Watertown
North Central International, Sioux Falls
Peterbilt of Sioux Falls, Sioux Falls
South Dakota Pork Producers Council, Sioux Falls
WorkFORCE Occupational Health and
Medical Services, Sioux Falls

EMERALD SPONSORS

A&A Express, Brandon

Agtegra Cooperative, Aberdeen

Alvin & Connie Scholten, Sioux Falls
Cummins Sales & Service, Sioux Falls
Drivewyze, Inc., Plano, TX

Godfrey Brake Service & Supply, Rapid City
Johnson Feed, Inc., Canton

Tony’s Diesel Service, Sioux Falls

Wilson Trailer Company, Sioux City, IA

Thank you to K&J Trucking, Inc., Sioux Falls,
SD, for their bid of $1,400 on this year’s SD
Convoy for Special Olympics prints.

Half of the money raised goes to the SD
Special Olympics, and the other half goes to
the South Dakota Trucking Foundation, the
fund from which we issue our SDTA scholar-
ships annually. We appreciate their support!

22 Trucking News | SEPTEMBER 2023

SAPPHIRE SPONSOR

Larson Truck Sales, Inc., Sioux Falls

TOPAZ SPONSORS

Coffee Cup Fuel Stops & Conv. Stores, Inc., Sioux Falls
Crossroads Trailer Sales & Service, Sioux Falls
Firstline Funding Group, Madison
Midwest Peterbilt Group, Sioux City, IA
Mid-States Utility Trailer Sales, Sioux Falls
North American Trailer Parts Service & Sales,

Inver Grove Heights, MN
Premier Compliance Inc., Brandon
S&B Transportation, Brandon
Siouxland Trailer Sales, Harrisburg & Sioux City, IA
St. Christopher’s Trucker Relief Fund, Dakota Dunes
TA Truck Service Center, Summit
The First National Bank in Sioux Falls, Sioux Falls
Transport Refrigeration of SD, Sioux Falls

PEARL SPONSORS

Arvid J. Swanson, PC, Canton

Bob Willey Trucking, Gettysburg

Cliff Viessman, Inc., Gary

Delta Dental of SD, Pierre

J&W Diesel & Truck Service, Inc., Sioux Falls
Jerry Ollerich Trucking, Sioux Falls

Rude Transportation, Inc., Sioux Falls
SambaSafety, Greenwood Village, CO
Thermo King of Sioux Falls, Sioux Falls

Vecrl %z./

Thank you to all who attended
the 88th Annual Convention.

Next year’s convention will be held on:

SEPTEMBER 25TH-27TH, 2024

Deadwood Mountain Grand Hotel & Casino
Deadwood, South Dakota
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NOW HIRING
DRIVERS

At Agtegra Cooperative, employees team Health Insurance 401K
together to service the farming operations of

member-owners. Along with competitive pay,
a commitment to safety and multiple training

opportunities, this team also receives the
following benefits: * Clothing & Boot Allowance ¢ Bonus Opportunities

Dental Insurance Co-op Retirement
Vision Insurance Paid Time Off

Health Savings Account Paid Holidays

Pay DOE. Commercial Driver’s License Required - WILL HELP OBTAIN!

KEEPING YOU
ON THE ROAD

When it comes to on-highway trucks,
you can trust Butler Machinery with all
your parts and service needs to keep
you on the road when it matters most.
As a member of the HDA Truck Pride
Parts Network, we offer service from
manufacturers such as Bendix, Delco
Remy and more.

Call today to schedule service:

(877) 365-8114

butlermachinery.com

'FULL SERVICE
TRUCK CENTER

o

Butler @
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DRIVER OF THE MONTH NOMINATION FORM & RULES

Date:

Name of Driver:

Marital Status:

Jacket Size:

Age:

Residence Address (in full):

Children & Ages:

Spouse’s Name:

Name of Carrier:

Home Terminal Address (in full):

Phone Number:

Years Employed by Present Employer:

Email:

Total Years of Experience:

Type of Equipment Operated: [ ] Truck [ ] Tractor-Semitrailer [ ]Doubles [ ]Other
Type of Driving: [_]Over the Road []City [ ]Other

Total Mileage:
# of Accidents: Chargeable

Dates:

Mileage with Present Employer:

Non-Chargeable Dates:

Has your driver ever been selected as a Driver of the Month or Driver of the Year in South Dakota or any other state?

Participation in truck driving championships or other transportation related activities:

[]Yes [ ]No

If yes, when?:

Basis of Nomination:

With this entry, company agrees to send their driver, if selected as Driver of the Month, to the South Dakota Trucking Association Annual
Convention, where the driver will participate in a personal interview. Drivers not being interviewed will not be eligible for the Driver of the Year
honors. Interview times will be scheduled Friday afternoon during the convention.

With this entry, the company agrees to submit Driver of the Year Entry Form for National Competition if your driver is selected as the South

Dakota Driver of the Year.

Submitted by:

Title:

RULES:

Driver may be nominated for Driver of the Month for any outstand-
ing act of heroism, a contribution to highway safety, an extraor-
dinary act of courtesy, an exceptional deed or act of service to
mankind within the community reflecting positively on the motor
carrier industry, or for a long period of safe and courteous driv-
ing. An outstanding act shall be deemed to mean unusual or oth-
er than the normal every day courtesies afforded by truck drivers.

ELIGIBILITY:

1. The nominated driver must be an employee of a member in good
standing of the South Dakota Trucking Association.

2. The nominated driver must have been an employee of the pres-
ent employer for at least two years and have a minimum of five
years overall experience.

3. South Dakota domiciled* drivers are eligible for nomination for

an outstanding act performed in any state. * The intent of the word
“domiciled” shall be interpreted to mean: Any driver reporting
to or regularly dispatched from a terminal within the state of SD
(in keeping with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations def-
inition of his/her home terminal) regardless of where the driver
may dwell.

10.

11.

A driver may receive the Driver of the Month award only one time
in any contest year. He/she may be renominated in any subseq-
uent year.

Nominations for outstanding acts on the highway shall be accom-
panied by supporting evidence (letters, statements, news clippings,
etc.). A clear, factual account is absolutely necessary. Vague gener-
alizations will not be accepted.

A copy of recent driver motor vehicle record check must accom-
pany the nomination.

Drivers nominated and not selected as Driver of the Month will be
held over and used in the following month’s selection.

Entries must be in the SDTA office no later than the 10th of each
month for that current month’s contest.

Nominations may be made by any party, but must be approved by
the employer or a representative of the employer.

The annual contest will run from September of the previous year
through August of the current year.

Company agrees to submit a professional head and shoulders
photo of the winning driver.

Remit To: SDTA ¢ PO Box 89008, Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9008 ¢ michelle@southdakotatrucking.com
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Cash on Delivery

" High advance with low competitive rates

m Same day cash options available™ Cuoff imes may vary
— request to your bank, request to fuel — you tell us

m Fuel card program with generous discounts

m 24/7 Online account access with free credit checks

m Advances available for insurance, payroll, equipment purchases and repairs
m Refer your friends and receive cash bonus on signed accounts

m Fast and easy application — account typically set up within 24 hours

FirstLine
Funding
Group

FirstLine Funding Group is a

division of First Bank & Trust.
First Bank & Trust is a member of the FDIC.

CALL US TODAY AT 877.609.6717
WWW.FIRSTLINEFUNDINGGROUP.COM

1108 WASHINGTON AVE S | PO BOX 328 | MADISON, SD 57042
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On the Move

TREVOR JOHNSON

Communications & Marketing Specialist

Here at SDTA and SDADA, we are working hard to con-
nect with our members and hear their concerns. In light of
pursuing this mission, | visited two auto dealers and two
trucking companies in the Black Hills area at the beginning
of September.

The auto dealers | visited were Travis Vesely from Courtesy
Subaru and Ryan Junek from Junek’s Chrysler Jeep Dodge
RAM. Travis Vesely and | discussed the feasibility of EVs

as well as how Subaru’s Franchise system operates. | was
curious about how much power Franchisees have over their
Franchise and vice versa. | found that, at least for Subaru,
the franchise doesn’t have all that much control unless the
dealer’s contract is up for renewal.

Ryan Junek and | talked about plans to further PAC funding
and ways in which we can tell the PAC’s story. Mr. Junek
also showed me around his dealership and explained his
family’s story, from their start as a small gas station on

the main highway through the black hills to the two-build-
ing dealership we see today. We then discussed the small
profitability of new cars and how the used car market is also
starting to lose the margin it once had. | learned a lot about
all the hats car dealers must wear when it comes to under-
standing business markets, insurance, real estate, public
relations, marketing, managing employees, plus a long list
of other factors that affect dealers. Dealership owners and
managers must be very smart and grounded to be success-
ful, and | am excited to learn more from them.

| visited two trucking companies as well. | visited Wade
Stebbins from East West Logistics and Mike Habeck from
Habeck Trucking. Truckers have a hard job. They are the
ones on the ground who must deal with all the issues we
are arguing about and fighting for in government. Un-
derstanding these issues from the driver’s perspective is
important to me. While visiting Mr. Stebbins, we discussed
the future of the SDTA, where it's been, and where it's
going. Mr. Stebbins has been involved with the association
for a long time and has a lot of knowledge about how things
have worked in the past and what has gone well and what
hasn't.

Mr. Habeck showed me around Habeck Trucking and ex-
plained his story, how the trucking landscape has changed
over the years, and how it is harder than ever to stay afloat
right now. He also said he has been in the industry long
enough to know that this too shall pass. He was telling

me he is looking to buy some new trucks with better fuel
efficiency to save money since prices have been so high
the last few years.

| really enjoyed hearing all the stories of our members and
their businesses, and | am excited to get out and visit more
of our members in the future. | have so much to learn from
both industries, and the more knowledge | develop, the
easier it is to argue in support of South Dakota Auto Deal-
ers and Trucking Companies.
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4 Midwest Peterbilt Group

Sioux City, Council Bluffs, Des Moines, IA
MIDWEST PETERBILT GROUP Norfolk & Lincoln, NE

Truck Sales,
Parts & Service

N v, [DOEAL L EO

\
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In and Out. On the Road.

Quick and easy scheduling for truck drivers at two locations.

WorkFORCE provides:
» Workers compensation injury care * Beginning-to-end claims
* In clinic nursing and MD services management
« Industrial exposure follow-up and * Physical therapy
physicals ¢ DOT and Non-DOT Drug screening
* Pre-employment, fit-for-duty and programs

return-to-work exams Random UDS Generation

 Customizable lift tests, hearing * Breath Alcohol Testing
and vision exams

4928 N CLIFF AVE. 7600 S MINNESOTA AVE. Quick. Simple. Efficient. FO Rc E
SIOUX FALLS, SD 57104 SIOUX FALLS, SD 57108
(605) 444-8820 (605) 271-9000 Call today to set up Occupational Health and Medical Services

your free consultation! A Division of Sioux Falls Specialty Hospital
workFORCEOH.com

W - 4400 S. Lewis Blvd.
1) -/ '} INSURANCE ilson ik
Sioux City, IA 51106-6300
. TRAI LE R Toll Free 800-798-2002
Fax 712-252-6510

Since 1890... A Good Name to Have Behind Youl™ Mobile 712-490-7414

Truck Industry & INTERSTATE TRUCK LICENSING
Professionals Primary, NTU/Bobtail,
since 1953 Cargo, Umbrella+

Tim Kotalik

NW of the Flying J Regulatory, Safety Sales Representative
Fargo, ND & Compliance Services

701-281-8200 www.Dixonlnsurance.com Parts: 800-728-5334 « Service: 800-397-5331
www.wilsontrailer.com « e-mail: tim.kotalik@wilsontrailer.com

A.J. SWANSON e Corporate Law
INDEPENDENT Arvid J. Swanson PC * Business Formation -

27452 482" Avenue . Rea'l Estate Transactions
TRUCK REBPAIR Canton, South Dakota 57013 * Agricultural Law

(605) 743-2070 e Sales & Use Tax Law
— e— GO5=716-546F ———— — www.ajswanson.com e [state Planning
e Probate

N
2333 Emerson Ln. * Rapid City, SD 57701 —

.~ ® Administrative Law

o 51 _YEARS_ e Zoning & Planning Law
- . P hetping tucking e Transportation Law
Brad Richey, Owner itrepair@midconetwork.com companies gneu

(Motor Carrier Emphasis)
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/ruck Insurance Specialists

HATCH

Agency, Inc.

Your SERVICE 7ruck
nsurance Agency Since 7950.

¢ We're dedicated in providing the best quality
insurance service in the industry today.
Transportation insurance is our only business. 7

- ke "
- P

FULL SERVICE TRUCK INSURANCE AGENCY
HANDLING ALL TYPES OF COVERAGE:

B CAPTIVES B PRIMARY LIABILITY
PHYSICAL DAMAGE

B LONG HAUL AND CARGO
W INDEPENDENT B SAFETY SERVICES

FLEETS
B EXCESS LIABILITY/ W BOBTAIL LIABILITY
UMBRELLAS W LOCAL

Complete Truck
INSURANCE SERVICE

TOLL FREE 1-800-328-8451 FAX: (952) 933-8040

Email: mhatch@hatchagency.com 6121 Baker Road / Suite 102 Minnetonka, MN 55345 (952) 933-8080
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Bernard (Bernie) Weber-
May 3, 1938 - August'19, 2023

Bernie Weber, 85 of Bridgewater passed
away unexpectedly at his home on August
19th, 2023.

Bernard (Bernie) Fred Weber was born

on May 3rd, 1938 on the Weber Home-
stead near Stanley Corner. Bernie was the
“7th son of the 7th son” born to Bernard
and Sue (Yontz) Weber. He attended St.
Stephen’s grade school and graduated
from Bridgewater High School in 1957.
He served 6 years in the National Guard,
during that time married his “childhood
and lifelong sweetheart” Rosalie Schwans
and to the union added 8 children.

While farming, Bernie started his career
with trucks when he was about 16 years
old. He drove for his father’s Weber Soft
Water Service while in High School and
then later Bernie owned the business.
Bernie also owned his own NFO Milk
route for several years before he started
his career with Midwest Coast in 1973
and continued to work there for 47 years.
While in his trucking career he logged over
three million safe driving miles all over
the nation. He proudly participated in the

SD Truck Driving Championship every
year until 2017 and won the champion-
ship three times. He was president of the
Championship Club where he volunteered
and helped those participating in the na-
tional competitions. He was a member of
the “Highway Angels” and “Drivers Against
Trafficking”.

Bernie had many hobbies that included
spending time in the garage fixing and
repairing whatever needs repairing,
watching TV in his man cave, playing cards
with family and friends, and he especially
enjoyed penny ante poker. He was a very
proud founder of the “Bridgewater SD
History Did You Know” Facebook page
where he enjoyed sharing and informing
the community of his hometown. Bernie
was a lifelong member of the St. Stephen’s
catholic church and active in the Knights
of Columbus.

Bernie took immense pride in the family
that he and Rosalie built together, his
children, grandchildren, and great-grand-
children. Bernie was known for his quick
wit, big smile, and charming looks. He was

known by all and never met a stranger.

Those who were blessed to share in his
love are his devoted wife Rosalie of 65
years, children Brian (Cindy) Weber,
Kimberly Bunger, Doug (Lisa) Weber, Ann
(Carl) Nordwald, Keith Weber (Kathleen
Sonleitner) Weber, Chad Weber (Dom-
inigue McNair); Grandchildren Natalie
(Luke) Sweeney, Terry (Sam), and Maggie
Weber, Austin (Shelbee) Bunger, Josh
(Whitney Evans), Jesse (Lexi Cope), and
Jalen Weber, Tyler (Miranda), Tyson(Ash-
ton Oakland), and Tiana Kayser, Jade
Jessica, Jewel, Jasmine Weber, Jade
Rebecca Weber; great-grandchildren
Jadyn Hoffman, Layla Sweeney, Vivee
Bunger, Grayson Weber, Kenrick, Conalin,
and Grayden Kayser, Beckett Kayser, and
another due March 2024; Siblings Jerry
Weber, Mary (Lloyd) Schallenkamp, Don
Schwans, Dareld (Sandi) Schwans and
many nieces and nephews.

He is proceeded in death by his parents,
sons Bernard (stillborn) and Christopher,
brothers Eugene, Ralph, John (Jack),
Thomas, and Steve.

Memorial contributions can be made to the SD Trucking Foundation to honor those lost.

* ASSOC/ATION #

Name;

In Memory of:
NAME:
|~ SDTA] SOUTHAgizgﬁﬁé:aiéw:gG:Iu[a)ATION

in memory of your loved one by:

Company:

Address:

City/State/Zip:
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Py o8 OPEN

=" ,

&&MID-STATES UTILITY (7157 Mondey - Fiday
Phone: 605.332.3861 * Toll Free: 800.658.3565 S, Sty

5700 N. Seubert Ave. ® Sioux Falls, SD 57104 400 Aim - 12:00

2 blocks north of 1-90 at exit 399 ( N. Cliff Ave.)
24 HR - CALL SERVICE

DRIVEN TO REMAIN
IN' A CLASS ALL LIS

Durable. Reliable. Productive. Efficient. Versatile. Valuable. These words define

a Utility reefer. These essential qualities of the 3000R® are why we have been the
#1 selling reefer manufacturer since 1994. We also know that with success comes
responsibility. Your trust in us and our products drives us to only build the best.
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Annual Fall Board Meeting & Pheasant Hunt

HOSTED BY:

MEMBERS HUNTING TOGETHER
| |

e Y U ' !

NOVEMBER 9TH  MestatHutch's Cafe

Annual Pheasant Hunt 308 E Hwy. 16, Presho
8 am breakfast / 9:15 am leave for hunt

3 | will participate in the hunt 3 | will not be hunting.

NOVEMBER 10TH  Americlnn by Wyndham sS@ PER HUTR
SDTA Fall Board of  372'slandDr, Ft. Pierre _ Board Members - No Charge!
Directors Meeting 11 am Full Board of Directors Meeting Limited to 20 hunters
3 | will be at the Board Meeting O | can’t attend, but will attend in my absence.

PLEASE SIGN ME UP AS A SPONSOR
03 $500 Emerald Sponsor (Includes 2 hunters) 0 $250 Sapphire Sponsor (Includes 1 hunter) 3 $100 Topaz Sponsor

PARTICIPANTS
COMPANY

PAYMENT INFORMATION:

Name

Company
Address
City/State/Zip
O Check Enclosed Credit Card O Discover (O Mastercard (O Visa O American Express
Card Number ExpiratonDate ___ CVV#
Printed Card Holder Name

Card Holder Signature

Remit to: SDTA « PO Box 89008 « Sioux Falls, SD 57109-9008 « 605-334-8871 « www.southdatkotatrucking.com
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*  JOIN THE VIRTUAL CONVQOY TODAY! *

Help move the mission by sponsoring wreaths through your State Trucking Association.
With every $17 sponsorship made a veteran’s wreath will be sent to Arlington National Cemetery
for placement this December - where servicemembers from every state are laid to rest -
and the State Trucking Association will receive $5 back to use for its own programs.

WREATHS

— Aacross ——

MERICA

trucking.wreathsacrossamerica.org

To support your
South Dakota Trucking Association, visit:
wreathsacrossamerica.org/southdakotatrucking
or scan the QR code.

REMEMBER * HONOR * TEACH
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The NORPASS Board of Directors are committed to promoting safe and
efficient trucking throughout North America. NORPASS encourages
the use of mainline screening devices allowing participating safe and
legal commercial vehicles to bypass specific weigh stations allowing
enforcement to concentrate its efforts on high-risk carriers.

Use of a transponder is voluntary. The anly cost to the carrier is the
charge for the transponder. There are no monthly or annual fees.

To avoid stopping at weigh stations call 1-888-877-8567.
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California Governor Spikes Driverless Trucking Ban

Jason Cannon | Chief Editor | Commercial Carrier Journal

California Governor Gavin Newsom on Friday vetoed As-
sembly Bill 316, a law that would have effectively banned
driverless trucks in the state. The California Senate passed
AB 316 Sept. 11.

In his veto, Newsom noted AB 316 was unnecessary for the
regulation and oversight of heavy-duty autonomous vehicle
technology in California, as existing law provides sufficient
authority to create the appropriate regulatory framework.
In 2012, the California Legislature provided the Depart-
ment of Motor Vehicles (DMV) with the authority to regu-
late the testing and deployment of autonomous vehicles on
public roads in California. As part of its oversight and reg-
ulatory responsibilities, Newsom said, DMV consults with
the California Highway Patrol, the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, and others with relevant expertise to
determine the regulations necessary for the safe operation
of autonomous vehicles on public roads. DMV continuously
monitors the testing and operations of autonomous vehi-
cles on California roads and has the authority to suspend or
revoke permits as necessary to protect the public’s safety.

The bill, which would require a human operator inside any
commercial vehicle weighing over 10,000 pounds, had met
resistance from the state’s technology and autonomous
technology stakeholders, many of which are headquartered
in California, and Newsom, whose Department of Motor Ve-
hicles (DMV) and Office of Business & Economic Develop-
ment (GO-Biz) raised concerns with the proposed ban. As
a result of his veto, safety experts can continue to evaluate
autonomous vehicle technology and consider appropriate
regulatory action.

“We look forward to continuing to work with the Califor-
nia DMV, California Highway Patrol, Labor and Workforce
Development Agency and other state regulators that are
evaluating the future of autonomous trucking technology
in the state,” said Jeff Farrah, executive director for the
Autonomous Vehicle Industry Association.

The bill and its 10,001-pound gross weight limit took

aim specifically at trucks and transportation. California
was the first state to pass comprehensive legislation that
authorized the operation of fully autonomous vehicles

on public roads, noted Jim Wunderman, president and
CEO, Bay Area Council, and as a result, “California is a
national leader in the testing and development of autono-
mous vehicles and boasts more home-grown autonomous
vehicle companies than any other state. Requiring a human
driver to remain in AVs that weigh 10,001 pounds or more
would deviate from the overwhelming majority of states’
approaches to AV regulation and California would stand

alone as the only state to single out autonomous trucks and
bar them from effectively deploying in the state. It is vital
that California remain strong in its position of welcoming
and embracing innovation in order to stay competitive in a
quickly evolving market.”

Chamber of Progress’ Robert Singleton said the driver-
less trucking ban would set California back as a leader in
innovation, and “unnecessarily prolong the future promise
of autonomous trucking in California. Autonomous trucking
is essential for the continued growth of the agricultural
sector and the well-being of California’s farmers, the entire
Central Valley economy, and food distribution to commu-
nities around the nation,” he said. “Increased demand for
food and other products coupled with the lack of available
human workforce threatens all farmers’ ability to transport
agricultural goods nationally and overseas.”

Gary Shapiro, president and CEO of the Consumer Tech-
nology Association, added that allowing AB 316 to become
law would deal “a major blow” to California industry, “leav-
ing AV trucking innovators to forge a multi-state transpor-
tation network that stretches from Arizona to the coast of
Georgia,” he said. “California’s logistics industry — already
struggling amid spiraling shipping costs — would see
further loss of freight volume to Gulf and East Coast ports
and the state will fall in independent rankings of innovation
friendliness, including the Consumer Technology Associa-
tion’s U.S. Innovation Scorecard. It’s not too late to reverse
course and support AV technology in California, which
promises to save lives and boost the economy.”

Jason Cannon has written about trucking and transpor-
tation for more than a decade and serves as Chief Editor
of Commercial Carrier Journal. A Class A CDL holder,
Jason is a graduate of the Porsche Sport Driving School,
an honorary Duckmaster at The Peabody in Memphis,
Tennessee, and a purple belt in Brazilian jiu jitsu. Reach
him at jasoncannon@randallreilly.com.

Reprinted from the Commercial Carrier Journal.
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The Difference is Service

Values Drive Performance

Shared Values Can Lead to Organizational Excellence

We understand you are in business to make a profit. Our Value-Driven®
Company modules can help you reduce losses and increase profits by focusing on
influencing employee behavior, changing culture, improving communication, and
managing risk successfully.

8002288602 We believe it is everyone’s job to do what they can to prevent losses. \We have

gwccnet.com developed a variety of training tools to help get all employees involved in safety. From
seminars and webinars to Self-Service e-Tools and FAQs, we have solutions to fit your
operations.

We see “Critical Crashes” as a risk to your company. Our Value-Driven® Driving
program focuses on helping drivers do what they can to prevent these types of accidents:
rear-end, loss of control, lane change, and run under. All of our driver training programs are
FREE to our insureds and can be accessed 24/7 on Great West’s Online Learning Library.

GREAT WEST CASUALTY COMPANY — No matter where the road takes you, you
will discover that at Great West, The Difference is Service®.
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North Central International is committed to keeping you on the open road
through top-notch customer service. This is why we are opening up a brand new
location in Sioux Falls, SD this fall - to keep your business on the open road.
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